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be made to conform to the machine pattern. The Germans
understood this because they were by nature soldiers and en-
joyed the disciplined order of the army. It was only a matter
of extending this principle throughout the nation, to the
women, the children, to all the people.., first of the Reich,
then by force of arms, if necessary, to the whole world. That
was the way to obtain peace... by the sword.
They were prepared to do this: magnificently prepared by
sacrifice and devotion. They were a people dedicated. Von
Brandt blew up his chest with pride at the achievements of
his people. He thought of the iron cross in Colonel Marais*
pocket. He knew his duty. He was going to do it. What a
fine man Marais was! With what subtlety he had disguised his
work! No one had suspected him. Even I did not, he thought
At dawn von Brandt left He did not drive fast There was
no great need for haste. Everything was planned. He allowed
his pleasure to seep into him. The day had come: the time for
action. He would enjoy it. That was where the Germans dif-
fered from the other nations, in their capacity for action: in
their demand for it.
Still, it was a pity it had come today. He had had plans for
last night. But no doubt Maria would still be waiting. Soon,
next week, perhaps, if things went well, he would take her over
completely and her sister, too. Then there would be no more
presents. He would kill that communist dog Sebastian, who
was always boasting of the way he fought for the Spanish Reds.
When he got through with him, there would be one less com-
munist Only the Germans had stood between Russia and the
rest of the world, and this was the gratitude they received.
War... Was it not said that those who sowed the wind reaped
the whirlwind? The democracies would see. They would
learn that they could not surround Germans.
He pressed his foot on the accelerator. The democracies had
begun this, but there were many men in their governments